
Baptism in water 
 

Why Get Baptised? 

1. Jesus commanded the first disciples to preach 
and baptise those who believe  

(Matthew 28:18) 

2. This is the normal Christian Entry Procedure or, 

this is exactly what they did. 

 • Peter and the 3000 were baptised that day 

 • Acts 2:37-38, also v. 41 

 • Philip and the Ethiopian Acts 8:35-39  

 • Paul and Co. and Lydia’s household Acts 16:14-15  

 • Paul and the Corinthians Acts 18:8 

3. Because of what it means. 

It is a symbol – like communion, the bread and wine representing the body 

and blood of Jesus Christ. 

a. It symbolises that the pre-Christian you (given to sin, dead) has gone 

forever and a new you (given to God, alive) has come! 

Jesus called this experience being ‘born again’ (see John 3), Paul describes it 

as becoming a ‘new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17). It’s true! (Romans 6:1-8) 

b. It symbolises being washed from sin (see Acts 22:16) Paul re-telling his 

story of what Ananais said to him:  

‘And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptised and 

wash your sins away, calling on his name.’ 

c. It symbolises how you have been joined to Christ and to His body, the 

church (not one specific local church) in both heaven and earth  

Galatians 3:26-27 



‘You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of 

you who were baptised into Christ have clothed yourselves with 

Christ.’ 

1 Corinthians 12:13 

’For we were all baptised by one Spirit into one body--whether 

Jews or Greeks, slave or free--and we were all given the one 

Spirit to drink.’ 

When should you get baptised? 

Clearly, after you become a believer and not before. 

 • Mark 16:16 - ‘Whoever believes and is baptised will be saved’ 

 • Acts 2:41 - ‘Those who accepted his message were baptised’ 

 • Acts 8:12 - ‘when they believed Philip as he preached the good 

news of the     kingdom of God and the name of Jesus 

Christ, they were baptised’ 

 • Acts 18:8 - ‘many of the Corinthians who heard him believed and 

were baptised.’ 

Babies’ Baptism or Christening is not Biblical 

Can any of these verses about hearing, understanding and believing the 

gospel, receiving Christ, turning from sin to Christ, be said of a baby? Clearly 

not!  

So baptism is only baptism in the New Testament sense when it happens 

after you believe. 

Baptism into a denomination/congregation is not 
Biblical 

Can any one local church demand the covenant allegiance of your life in the 

way that baptism signifies when it talks about you being joined to Christ’s 

body? Clearly no! 

So baptism is true baptism if you were baptised after believing, no matter which church 
context you were baptised in. If you are clear in your conscience that you have already been 
baptised as a believer 
 
 
 



 

then we as pastors do not require a further baptism in water in order to join 

Jubilee. 

You don’t become a Christian as an adult by being baptised in water. 

If baptism is only ‘true’ baptism after someone is born again, then clearly 

any experience of baptism – whether in order to be forgiven/born 

again/saved etc cannot be considered true. 

You do not become ‘born again’ by being baptised in water – rather baptism 

in water is the symbol that signifies you have already been born again. 

How should I be baptised? 

The Greek word for baptism (‘baptisma’ – baptism, ‘baptizo’ – to baptise)   

simply means to submerge or immerse. It doesn’t mean anything else. It 

was used of dying cloth – it meant that when you submerged the cloth into 

dye and brought it out again you had ‘baptised’ it. 

When they baptise babies in the Greek Orthodox tradition they baptise fully 

by immersion because they understand the meaning of the word itself. As 

already explained, the subject of the baptism would be in question, 

however.  

What now? 

Well, let’s be joyfully obedient to the Lord Jesus Christ, who even though He 

wasn’t a sinner, Himself was baptised by John (Matthew 3:1-17) to identify 

with us at the beginning of His earthly ministry.  

Sign up for baptism at the next opportunity.  

If you still have questions that have not been covered then speak with your 

Life Group leader soon or if you are not in a Life Group yet, contact the 

church on 021 447 3630. 

 


