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INTRODUCTION 
These four studies have been written to give those 
who are asking about the truth of Christianity a 
chance to look closer.  This is your opportunity to 
discover for yourself what Jesus did and taught. 
You’ll be looking mainly at the gospel of John (using 
the New International Version, or NIV).  If you don’t 
have the Gospel of John as a separate book, you can 
find it near the beginning of the New Testament.  I 
suggest that you read it just like a novel, so that you 
can get a good idea of what it’s about. 
During the studies, you’ll sometimes be asked to 
complete a Bible verse by filling in the gaps.  The 
idea behind this is to help you understand a 
particular truth that is in the verse.   
I hope that as you work through the four studies, 
you’ll begin to see how radical and exciting Jesus 
really is. 
 

Lex Loizides 
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Study 1 

WHAT DID OTHERS SAY ABOUT JESUS? 

The claims of John, the gospel writer 
In many ways the gospel of John is one of the most 
amazing books. There aren’t many books that have 
influenced people’s lives more than this gospel.  The 
apostle John was a simple fisherman, whose life was 
powerfully changed when he met Jesus Christ. 
Whoever you are, whatever your background and 
upbringing, whatever your age, gender or race, your life 
can also be truly changed by meeting this same Jesus. 
So what does John himself claims about Him.  The very 
first sentence of the gospel throws us right into the deep 
end!  Fill in the gaps. 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was ______________” (1:1). 

“The Word ______________  _________________ and 

made his dwelling among us” (John 1:14). 

In other parts of the Bible, Jesus is referred to as “the 
Word”.  For example, Revelation 19:13 says “his name is 
the Word of God”.  He’s called the Word because 
everything that God wants to say to men and women is 
through Him. 
What John is claiming is that Jesus, the Word, is God, 
and that God “became flesh”.  In other words, God 
became a man.  Look at verse 10. 



 4 

“He was in the world and though the world was 

__________  ________  _______ the world did not 

recognise him” (John 1:10). 

Having told us that Jesus is God, John immediately says 
that He created everything.  The Bible teaches this in 
several places.  God the Father, God the Son and God 
the Holy Spirit worked together to bring the universe 
into being.  But not only did Jesus create the world, he 
came to save it too. 
“For God so __________ the world that he gave his one 

and only Son, that _____________  ___________ in 

him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). 

So, John the gospel writer claims that Jesus is actually 
God, that He played a central role in the creation of the 
world, and that He’s the One who will bring salvation to 
those who believe. 
 

The claims of others 
Almost as soon as Jesus appeared, people were arguing 
about Him.  The religious leaders of His day, with all 
their rituals and traditions, knew that He was directly 
challenging their authority.  And they didn’t like it.  Here 
was an untrained, un-ordained, street preacher, claiming 
to be someone special. He was doing undeniable 
miracles and, most of all, getting the attention and 
respect of crowds of ordinary people.  They said it 
themselves: “The whole world has gone after him!” 
(John 12:19) 
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Jesus’ enemies opposed Him and, after several 
assassination attempts, had Him killed. They hated him. 
But it’s interesting to study the claims of those who 
began to believe in Him. 

What did John the Baptist say? 
John the Baptist was the first of these “witnesses”.  He 
said his job was to tell people to “make straight the way 
for the Lord” (John 1:23 quoting from Isaiah 40:3, in the 
Old Testament).  In other words, he was preparing 
people for the Lord’s arrival.  So he clearly believed that 
Jesus was the Lord of the Old Testament (Jehovah).  Fill 
in the gaps: 
“The one who comes from above is ___________  

_______; the one who is from the earth belongs to the 

earth, and speaks as from the earth.  The one who 

comes _________  ___________ is above all” (John 

3:31). 

John was comparing his own preaching with that of 
Jesus.  He was saying that Jesus was from heaven 
(unlike himself) and was “above all” (John 3:31).  What 
else did he claim about Jesus? 
“Look, the __________  _____  ________, who takes 

away the ________ of the world” (John 1:29). 

Here, he was claiming that Jesus is the true sacrifice 
(like the lambs they used in the Old Testament 
sacrifices), and that He would die to take the 
punishment for our sin.  Jesus’ death on the cross and 
the forgiveness of our sins enables us to come into the 
presence of a holy God and be accepted by Him – and 
even loved by Him!  This is great news! 
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What did Philip say? 
“We have found the one __________  _______  

_________ in the Law, and about whom the 

_____________  ________  _________ - Jesus of 

Nazareth” (John 1:45). 

The claim here is that the whole of the Jewish Old 
Testament is about Jesus.  The Old Testament predicts 
His birth, life, miracles, death and resurrection – it all 
points to Jesus.  

What did the Samaritans say? 
“We know that this man really is the __________  ___  

________  ____________” (John 4:42). 

He wasn’t just a good religious teacher then?  Not just a 
great man?  No!  Jesus is the only hope of the whole 
world. He is for everyone. No-one should feel as though 
they cannot be included.  

What did Thomas say? 
Poor old Thomas!  Everyone remembers him as 
“doubting Thomas”.  In one sense this is right.  When 
the disciples told him they’d seen Jesus, he strongly 
said, “I will not believe it” (John 20:25).  He made a 
decision to be an unbeliever – but his decision was not 
based on the facts.  And when he discovered the facts, 
this doubting Thomas made one of the greatest 
statements of faith in the whole Bible. 
Thomas wouldn’t believe the news because he hadn’t 
seen Jesus for himself.  On the third day after the 
crucifixion, Jesus rose from the dead and appeared to 
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the apostles.  But Thomas wasn’t with them.  About ten 
days later, He visited them again, and this time Thomas 
was there.  Jesus turned to him and said, “Stop doubting 
and believe!”   
What did Thomas say? 
 “My Lord and _______  ______” (John 20:28). 

Thomas calls Jesus God.  This statement was an act of 
worship.  Thomas was worshipping Jesus as God.  In 
other parts of the New Testament people fell at the feet 
of another in reverence or worship. 
It happened to Peter.  “As Peter entered the house, 
Cornelius met him and fell at his feet in reverence.  But 
Peter made him get up.  ‘Stand up,’ he said.  ‘I am only 
a man myself’” (Acts 10:25-26). 
It happened to Paul and Barnabas.  Having seen Paul 
perform a miracle, the pagan crowd started to worship 
them and call them gods, but Paul shouted, “Why are 
you doing this?  We too are only men” (Acts 14:15). 
It happened when John saw a mighty angel.  “I fell at 
his feet to worship him.  But he said to me, ‘Do not do 
it!  I am a fellow servant with you…Worship God!’” 
(Revelation 19:10) 
Jesus’ followers understood that men and angels should 
never be worshipped. Only God should be worshiped. So 
how did Jesus react when Thomas worshipped Him?   
Did He say, “No!  I’m only a man myself”?  Did He say, 
“No!  Don’t call me God; I’m just the Son of God, just a 
man”?  No he didn’t.   
Write down Jesus’ response when Thomas called Him 
“My Lord and my God”. 
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“Because you have seen me, _______  ________  

____________; blessed are those who have not seen 

and yet have believed” (John 20:29). 

I haven’t seen Jesus as Thomas saw Him, and neither 
have you.  But we can still believe.  Could you believe in 
this Jesus? 
Hopefully this first study has taught you some new 
things.  We’ve looked at the claims of others about 
Jesus.   
In the next study we come to Jesus Himself.  What did 
He say about Himself?  Were his followers getting over-
excited and exaggerating about Him?   
We shall see that Jesus not only backs up the claims of 
His followers, but actually goes beyond  them with some 
incredible statements about Himself and His mission. 
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Study 2 

WHAT DID JESUS SAY ABOUT HIMSELF? 
In the last study we looked at the claims that people 
made about Jesus.  We saw what a high view His 
followers had of Him, and how even doubting Thomas, 
who had made his mind up to disbelieve, became a 
worshipper. 
Now we come to Jesus Himself.  We’re no longer 
listening to the enthusiastic statements of others.  We’re 
going to hear the claims of the one whose birth divides 
the world’s history in two (BC and AD).  What is so 
special about Him? 
At one point, the temple guards were sent to arrest 
Jesus for blasphemy. But they came back empty-
handed.  “Why didn’t you bring him in?” asked the 
priests.  “No one ever spoke the way this man does,” 
they replied (John 7:46).  Let’s hear Him for ourselves.  
We’ll examine seven claims of Jesus. 

Jesus claims to be sent from the actual 
presence of God 

“I have come down from heaven” (John 6:38). 

“If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came 

____ ___ and now am here.  I have not come on my 

own, but he sent me” (John 8:42). 

Jesus is not just claiming to be a prophet, a man 
commissioned to speak by God, as others were.  For 
example, John the Baptist was a ‘witness’, or a prophet. 
John was an ordinary man who became extraordinary 
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because he was commissioned by God to speak. But 
here Jesus is saying that He was with God before He 
even came into the world. He could remember being 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit before being born 
into this world. That is what He was claiming. 
He mentions a similar thing in John 17:5, as he was 
praying. He prays, “And now, Father, glorify me in your 
presence with the glory I had with you before the world 
began.” 

Jesus claims to be God 
“You are from below, I am from above.  You are of this 

world; I am ______  _____  _________  ________” 

(John 8:23). 

Here Jesus was making a very clear distinction between 
Himself and ordinary men.  Unlike ordinary men, He did 
not originate in this world. 
“I tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham 

was born, __  _____!” (John 8:58) 

To us, this just sounds like bad English, but Jesus was 
actually claiming to be the God of the Old Testament, 
the God who appeared to Moses.  In the Old Testament 
Moses asked God by what name He wanted to be 
known.  God replied, “This is what you are to say: ‘I AM 
has sent me to you’” (Exodus 3:14). 
Jesus wasn’t claiming just to have existed before 
Abraham (which an angel could claim), otherwise He 
would have said “Before Abraham was born, I was”.  He 
used the name of God, “I AM”, for Himself.  In other 
words, the important thing is not only that He was alive 
before Abraham, but who He actually is. The Jews who 
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were listening understood that He was claiming to be 
God and tried to kill Him by stoning for blasphemy (See 
John 8:59).  A similar situation is recorded in John 
chapter 10. 
Jesus said, “I and the Father ______  _____” (John 

10:30). 

As soon as the leaders heard this, they began to pick up 
stones to stone Him.  They said they were stoning Him 
“for blasphemy, because you, a mere man, claim to be 
God” (John 10:33).  They understood correctly what 
Jesus was claiming. 

Jesus claims that He can give true 
fulfilment in life 

In John chapter 4 we read about a conversation that 
Jesus had with a woman who had gone to fetch some 
water from a well.  Knowing her real need, Jesus said to 
her (and He says it to us too): 
“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 

but whoever drinks the water I give him will _______ 

thirst.  Indeed, the water I give him will become in him 

a spring of water welling up to eternal life” (John 4:13-

14). 

He also declared: 
“I am the bread of ______.  He who comes to me will 

never go hungry and he who believes in me will never 

be thirsty” 

(John 6:35). 
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“If anyone is thirsty, let him ________  _____  ____ 

and drink.  Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has 

said, streams of living water will flow from within him” 

(John 7:37). 

“I have come that they may have ______, and have it to 

the ______” (John 10:10). 

Jesus offers to give us purposeful lives.  He claims that 
He can bring a satisfaction and completeness to life that 
can’t be found anywhere else. 

Jesus claims that He can forgive sins and 
give us eternal life 

The real problem with us is that we’ve rebelled against 
God.  We don’t love or obey Him, and we’re separated 
from Him by our sin.  We’re like lost sheep. 
Jesus came to bring us back to God.  When He died on 
the cross, He received the punishment that we deserve 
because of our rebellion.  He received the full weight of 
God’s anger against sin.  Jesus, who was innocent, paid 
the price for the guilty.  If you believe in Him and follow 
Him, He will forgive your sins.  This means that you will 
not be judged for them, and that you will receive 
everlasting life, rather than everlasting punishment. 
“I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and 

believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be 

___________; he has crossed over from _______ to 

_______” (John 5:24). 
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“I tell you the truth, he who believes has everlasting life” 

(John 6:47). 

Jesus claims to be the Light of the World 
“I am the light of the world.  Whoever ___________  

_____ will never walk in darkness, but will have the light 

of life” 

(John 8:12). 

“I have come into the world as a ___________, so that 

no one who believes in me should stay in __________” 

(John 12:46). 

This is a challenge to even the best of men and women.  
Jesus says that without Him you’re in darkness.  But you 
needn’t stay there.  You can come into the light.  
Anyone who has become a Christian will tell you how 
wonderfully true these claims are.  Jesus’ followers have 
stepped from darkness into light. 

Jesus claims to be the Truth 
Jesus said: 
“If you hold to ____ teaching, you are really my 

disciples.  Then you will know __________  

___________, and the truth will _____  _______  

________” (John 8:31-32). 

The human heart longs for truth and inner freedom.  You 
may have tried many ways to find them.  Here at last is 
the answer to your search.  Jesus Christ said it Himself: 
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“I am ______  ________ and ______  ______ and 

______  _______.  No one comes to the Father except 

through me” (John 14:6). 

The Way, the Truth, the Life!  This is what Jesus claims 
to be.  You can know the truth.   

Jesus claims to be a King 
It may seem surprising that these claims of Jesus had 
the effect of making some people hate Him.  His 
enemies fiercely opposed Him, but He remained 
perfectly self-controlled and perfectly holy.  He kept on 
loving them.  He refused to give up on them.  He gave 
His persecutors opportunities to change and believe in 
Him.  Even when he stood accused before Pilate, the 
Roman governor, He was deliberately teaching him, so 
that he too might believe!  What an extraordinary man 
this Jesus is.  Even when He was about to be crucified as 
a criminal, He declared Himself to be a king. 
Pilate asks Jesus, “Are you the king of the Jews?…What 
is it you have done?”  Jesus replied, “My kingdom is not 
of this world.”  Pilate said, “You are a king then!” (John 
18:33-37) 
Write down Jesus’ response: 
“________  ________  ________ in saying that I am a 

king.  In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this 

reason I came into the world, to testify to the truth.  

Everyone on the side of truth ______________  ____  

_____” (John 18:37). 
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From this point on Pilate declared Jesus not guilty and 
tried to release Him.  But He was crucified and three 
days later God raised Him from the dead.  He appeared 
several times to His disciples, and on one occasion He 
said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me”  (Matthew 28:18).   
The New Testament teaches that Jesus, alive again from 
the dead, is now King of kings and Lord of lords.  God 
has lifted Him up to the very highest position in the 
universe.  As King, He now calls men and women to 
follow Him, to come under His loving rule. 
In the next study we shall examine what that means. Is 
it easy to be a Christian? 
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Study 3 

THE CHALLENGE OF FOLLOWING JESUS 
Some people believe that Christianity is just for the 
weak.  They feel that people should rely on their own 
strength of character to make it in the world. The idea is 
that man should be able to stand on his own two feet 
without asking for help from God. 
But that is just human pride.  Any close study of the 
men and women of the Bible and of the Christian church 
would immediately prove it to be wrong.  Jesus called 
both the strong and the weak.  He shows the so-called 
‘strong’ ones their weakness.  And He strengthens the 
weak and lifts up their heads. 
As you continue to investigate the claims of Jesus, you’ll 
find that you have never heard anything so challenging 
as His invitation, “Follow me”.   
He wasn’t merely encouraging you to be kind and to 
help people out now and again.  The words “Follow me” 
are a challenging call to lay down your life and become a 
committed follower of Jesus. 
What did his mother, Mary, want people to do? 
“___  ____________  ___  ______  _____” (John 2:5). 

This was good advice at the time, and it’s good advice 
now.  We find out what Jesus wants us to do by reading 
the Bible.  What did Jesus expect his followers to do? 
“If you love me, you will _______ what I command”  

(John 14:15). 
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Becoming a Christian isn’t an easy ride.  Jesus demands 
obedience from those who follow Him –He makes it clear 
and simple: 
“He who does not love me will not ________ my 

teaching” (John 14:24). 

Did you realise that becoming a Christian will affect the 
whole of your life, including your attitudes and motives? 
 

The Fall of Pride 
This call to obey Jesus strikes at the root of our lives.  It 
means that I have to take second place and give Jesus 
the first place.  It means that I become a follower, and I 
recognise that He has authority over me. 
John the Baptist said something which reveals the heart 
of a follower of Jesus.  Fill in the gaps: 
“He must become _______, I must become _____” 

(John 3:30). 

This is a challenge to everyone’s independence and self-
centredness.  What Jesus says is more important than 
what we say.  What He wants for our lives becomes 
more important than what we want.  This is the radical 
challenge of Christianity. 
Look at chapter 12 verses 25-26: 
“The man who loves his life will _______ it, while the 

man who hates his life in this world will keep it for 

eternal life.  Whoever _______  _____ must follow me; 
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and where I am, my servant also will be.  My Father will 

honour the one who serves me” (John 12:25-26). 

The real losers in life are the ones who love themselves 
and refuse to serve Jesus. These are important issues to 
think about.  
Many people believe that they are doing very well.  They 
may even help others and say prayers. They assume 
that, if there is a God, He will be kind to them.  But 
Jesus tells us that even our good deeds don’t help us 
find peace with God. We need Him. 
“Apart from me you can do _____________” (John 

15:5). 

People who want to become Christians must recognise 
their real need of Jesus.  Pride must fall. 

The Challenge of Godliness 
Godliness is behaviour that pleases God. 
What challenging words did Jesus say to a man He’d just 
healed? 
“See you are well again.  _______  ___________ or 

something worse may happen to you” (John 5:14). 

Part of following Jesus means that you will also have to 
obey this command. 
All of us have areas of challenge in our lives which we 
need to be free of. Which sins would you have to give up 
if you were to obey Jesus?  (This can be just between 
you and God, but you may find it helpful to discuss some 
of these areas with a mature Christian leader) 
q Swearing, lewd talking 
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q Snobbery – ie, looking down on people 
q Racism  
q Unforgiveness – keeping hold of bitterness against 

people 
q Sexual sins 
q Drunkenness 
q Self-centredness – never putting others first 
q Blaspheming – using the name of Jesus Christ or 

God wrongly 
q Outbursts of anger, rage 
q Stealing 
q Rudeness/dis-honouring your parents 
q Neglecting parents 
q Using drugs 
q Being greedy with money 
q Alternative religious practices (eg, star signs, occult, 

prayer not directed to God etc.) 
q Lying 
q Jealousy 
q Pride 
q Sinful thinking 
q Others:____________________________________ 
 
Obviously, there can be no complete lists of sins, and a 
particular sin in your life may not be on this list. But the 
point is that you can ask for forgiveness – and, with the 
help of God’s Spirit, you can change. 
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When someone asked Jesus what the greatest command 
was He replied, “Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart”  (Matthew 22:37).  You may feel that you are a 
very good person compared to the above list but if you 
disobey the greatest command, you’ve automatically 
committed the greatest sin.  Have you loved the Lord 
God with all your heart? 

The cost of being known as a Christian 
The cost of being known as a Christian is high.  
Sometimes people will hate you and even try to harm 
you. Sometimes dear friends will laugh at you.  God will 
give you faith and strength to help you keep forgiving 
them, and keep trying to win them to Christ. 
Some Jewish leaders believed in Jesus but were afraid to 
tell others  (See John 12:42). 
Why they were afraid to tell others that they were 
beginning to believe in Jesus? 
“For they loved ________  ______  _____  ______  

_____  ______  ______  _____” (John 12:43). 

If your main concern is just what people will say about 
you then maybe you’re not ready to become a Christian.  
But if you want praise from God – even if it means 
trouble from others – then keep looking and keep 
coming, because the door is open to you.  
It may be very difficult for you to begin to talk about 
Jesus once you become a Christian. You will need to ask 
God for wisdom, and also ask for help from leaders in 
the church so that you don’t make unnecessary 
mistakes. But you will want to talk about Him because 
He is so good! 
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How did they treat the man Jesus healed of blindness? 
“Then ______  ________  __________  ____  ______ 

and said, ‘You are this fellow’s disciple!’” (John 9:28) 

Are you ready for this?  Jesus raised Lazarus from the 
dead and many people came to see if this miracle was 
true.  Crowds began believing in Jesus because of 
Lazarus. 
 
Was the Christian life all easy for Lazarus? 
“So the chief priests ______  _______  ____  ______  

________ as well [as Jesus], for on account of him 

many of the Jews were going over to Jesus and putting 

their faith in him” (John 12:10-11). 

Jesus Himself said, 
“In this world you will have __________.  But take 

heart!  I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). 

 

The Challenge to Love 
Write down Jesus’ words: 
“A new command I give to you: _____  ____  

_________” (John 13:34). 

Following Jesus doesn’t just involve coping with those 
who don’t like us.  It’s also about genuinely loving 
others.  If you become a Christian, and begin to love 
God, you will also love His followers.  You will have to 
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accept other believers – even if they aren’t like you; 
even if they aren’t your “type”.  You can’t love Christ 
without loving His church. 
Other Christians won’t be perfect, but they’ll want to 
help you as you begin the Christian life.  Take time to 
develop friendships with them.  Make the most of every 
chance to learn more.  They’ll encourage you as they 
see how your life is changing, and you can encourage 
them in their faith too. 
There are many other challenges we haven’t looked at.  
You’ll need to be baptised in water, as a sign to others 
that you’ve turned away from your sins and committed 
your life to God.  Baptism is part of the beginning of the 
Christian life. 
God will help you look at and change every area of your 
life.  Can you accept the challenge? 
“Follow me,” said Jesus.  He said it at the beginning of 
John’s gospel and at the end (John 1:43 and 21:22).  
“You must follow me.”  In the next study we’ll look more 
closely at the call to follow and will consider our 
response to that call. 



 23 

Study 4 

THE CALL TO FOLLOW JESUS 
You’ve arrived at the last study.  The purpose of this 
course has been to introduce you to the One who 
Christians claim is the Son of God. You've heard what 
people have said about Jesus and discovered some of 
the amazing claims that He made about Himself.  Now 
you need to consider your response to these claims. 
The purpose of Jesus’ birth, death and resurrection was 
to bring people back to God, which means that we need 
to respond.  Either we remain unbelievers, or we begin 
to take steps of faith towards Him.  How can we know 
whether the teaching of Jesus is true or not? 
Fill in the gaps: 
“If anyone __________ to do God’s will, he will ______  

_____ whether my teaching comes from God or whether 

I speak on my own” (John 7:17). 

Jesus teaches that first you make a choice and then you 
find out.  But some of us would rather keep trying to 
find out because it delays the problem of making a 
choice.  The question is: can you trust Jesus?  Do you 
want to trust Him?  If your choice at this stage is to do 
"God's will" then be encouraged.  God is speaking to you 
and drawing you to the truth.  Jesus said, “No one can 
come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him” 
(John 6:44).  Perhaps you sense that you are being 
drawn to Jesus – through this study, through the church 
meetings and friends, as you read John’s gospel, or 
pray. 
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What is “God’s will?” 
Jesus said, “If anyone chooses to do God’s will, he will 
find out…” (John 7:17).  So what is “God’s will”?  What 
exactly does God want us to do? 
On one occasion, some men asked Jesus a similar 
question: “What must we do to do the works God 
requires?”  (John 6:28)  The root of most religions and 
most people’s understanding of Christianity is this: that 
we must do things if we want to fulfil the requirements 
of God.  People think that if we're good enough and the 
good things we do outweigh the bad, God will accept us. 
Write down what you think God wants you to do. 
 ________________________________  

 ________________________________  

 ________________________________  

 ________________________________  

 ________________________________  

But what did Jesus teach? 
“The work of God is this: to ______________ in the one 

he has sent” (John 6:29). 

The entire New Testament teaches the same truth.  The 
apostle Paul wrote “we maintain that a man is justified 
by faith” (Romans 3:28) and “to the man that does not 
work but trusts God who justifies the wicked, his faith is 
credited as righteousness”  (Romans 4:5).  God says 
that it's impossible to reach Him by what we do because 
we're still sinners.  You may feel that you've done some 
good in the world, but that doesn't remove your sins.  
They still condemn you.  There's nothing you can do. 
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The Cross  
So God sent Jesus, to die on the cross.  When Jesus was 
crucified, He took the punishment that you deserved.  If 
you turn your back on sin and believe in Him, He will 
forgive your sin and replace it with His perfect 
righteousness.  This is what “justified” means: He 
declares you to be perfectly good (righteous) in His 
sight.  God will accept you because Jesus has taken 
away your sin.  That’s good news! 
Look at John 6:40. 
“For my Father’s will is that everyone who ________ to 

the Son and __________________ in him shall have 

eternal life”  

(John 6:40). 

This is God’s will for you.  The verse says “everyone”.  
You may feel that you’re too bad, and that you could 
never be good enough for God.  Well, Jesus was good 
enough for Him and He died in your place.  You’re asking 
God to look at Christ’s sacrifice and forgive you.  He’ll 
change you if you come to Him and believe.  Jesus said, 
“Whoever comes to me I will never drive away” (John 
6:37). 

Won’t God just forgive everybody in the 
end? 

Many people think that in the end God will forgive 
everyone.  There are two reasons for this.  Firstly, we 
have a very optimistic view of ourselves: we think that 
although we’re not perfect, we’re basically good.   Surely 
God wouldn’t reject us. 
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But God’s evaluation of us is different from ours.  He 
says “I, the Lord, search the heart and examine the 
mind, to reward a man according to his conduct, 
according to what his deeds deserve.”  His assessment 
is: “The heart is deceitful above all things” (Jeremiah 
17:9-10). 
The second reason that people believe God will forgive 
everybody is that we have a wrong view of God.  We 
comfort ourselves with the hope that if there is a God 
then He would automatically forgive us and would never 
send us to hell. 
It is true that God is a God of love.  His love caused Him 
to send Jesus to die for us and to rise again from the 
dead.  But if you reject His love and the free gift that 
God offers to you, you put yourself outside of His mercy 
and forgiveness.  This is clearly taught all through the 
Bible. 
Fill in the gaps: 
“Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but 

whoever ________ the Son will not see life, for God’s 

___________ remains on him” (John 3:36). 

Notice here that the opposite of believing in Jesus is 
rejecting Him.  Rejecting Him isn’t about getting angry 
and saying you hate Him.  It simply means not believing 
in Him.  God won’t just forgive everybody in the end, 
regardless of what they’ve done.  He’ll forgive them if 
they believe in His Son.  If they don’t turn away from 
their sin and believe in Him, He won’t forgive them. 
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I want to believe 
The way to become a Christian is really quite simple.  
You must believe in Jesus and follow Him with all your 
heart.  You must leave behind everything that’s sinful or 
that might hinder your Christian life.  If you do this, 
Jesus will give you eternal life. This can happen today. 
To all who ___________ him, to those who believed in 

his name, he gave the right to become children of God”  

(John 1:12). 

Jesus said to Philip, “Follow me” (John 1:43).  He says 
the same to you.  Will you receive and follow Him?  This 
is what conversion is all about.  When someone trusts in 
Christ and begins to follow Him, he becomes a new 
person.  A real change takes place.  The Bible says that 
he’s a new creation!  Jesus spoke about this change in 
another way. 
“I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God 

unless he is _________  _________” (John 3:3). 

The phrase that Jesus uses here perfectly describes 
conversion.  It doesn’t describe a type of Christian, but 
all who truly love God.   As soon as you believe in Jesus, 
you begin a totally new life – you become like a little 
child and start learning all over again. 
Fill in the gaps: 
“You should not be surprised at my saying ‘You _______ 

be born again’” (John 3:7). 

Being “born again” is absolutely necessary.  Without 
being born again, you will never know God and never 
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get into heaven.  Jesus says that if you want to see the 
Kingdom, “You must be born again.” 
Would you like to receive Christ, to follow and serve 
Him?  Would you like to become a Christian, to live as a 
Christian and to be known as a Christian?  If so, then 
you may find the following prayer a helpful introduction 
to the Christian life.   
Read through each phrase.  If you agree with each 
statement, then you are ready to become a Christian 
right now. 

Lord God, I know that I need Your help.  I 
realise that I’ve been wrong and that You’ve 
been right.   
I know that I’m not good enough to get to 
heaven on my own.  I’m a sinner and I want to 
turn away from my sin and receive Your 
forgiveness.   
I say to You today that I believe in Jesus Christ.  
I believe that He is Your Son and that He died on 
a cross for me.  I believe that He rose from the 
dead.  I believe that You are calling me and I 
know that it’s time to respond.  Lord, please 
forgive my sin.  I give myself fully to You.  I will 
follow and serve You.   
I believe that I’ve taken this step of faith and 
entered the Kingdom of God.  Please help me to 
live for You and teach me more about You.  
Thank you for answering this prayer.  Amen. 

 
A man called Nathanael took this step of faith in Christ.  
As soon as he had done this, Jesus told him, “You shall 
see greater things” (John 1:49-50). 
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If you’ve just become a Christian, you’ll find that there 
are greater things to see.  You’ve only just begun to 
discover the life-changing truths of the Bible, and the 
purpose of God for His church. 
God wants you to be baptised in water and also in the 
Holy Spirit.  He wants you to know that He has a special 
plan for your life.  But best of all, He wants you to get to 
know Him as your heavenly Father, the One who is 
always with you, the One for whom you were created. 
This is the beginning of a wonderful journey – and a 
brand new life! Congratulations! 

 



 



 

TAKE A CLOSER LOOK 

Reaction Sheet 
Now we’ve reached the end of ‘Take a Closer Look’.  We’d be 
grateful for some comments from you about how you found it.  
Please fill in this questionnaire and give it to your group leader. 
 
What were the best things about ‘Take a Closer Look’? 
 ________________________________  

 ________________________________  

 ________________________________  

 ________________________________  

What were the difficult things? 
 ________________________________  

 ________________________________  

 ________________________________  

 ________________________________  

How would you describe the effect the course has had on you? 
 
q Fantastic! I’ve become a Christian 
q I want to become a Christian 
q There’s no change in my beliefs 
q I’ve decided firmly against Christianity 
 
What was the most important thing you learned? 
 ________________________________  

 ________________________________  

 ________________________________  

 ________________________________  

Were there any other things you’d have liked to know about which 
we didn’t deal with? 
 ________________________________  

 ________________________________  



 

 ________________________________  

 ________________________________  

Would you recommend the course to other people? 
 
q Yes 
q No 
q Not sure 
 
Name and address 
 ________________________________  

 ________________________________  

 ________________________________  

 ________________________________  
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